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ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, submitted herewith are copies of four (4) references cited in 
the enclosed search report issued in a corresponding French Patent Application. For the 
Examiner's convenience, we have enclosed an English translation of the French search report 
from the corresponding French Patent Application and a completed Form PTO-1449. The 
statement is not a representation that all of the information cited is necessarily effective as prior 
art against the application. 




PATENT REQUEST 
NO. 0016380000 dated 15/12/00 
YOUR REF.: J13612/0311/21 



CABINET BEAU DE LOMENIE;:, 
158 Rue de L'Universite % 
75340 Paris CEDEX 07 




Re: Notification of a Preliminary Search Report with Mandatory Response 



Sirs, 



Pursuant to your request, please find enclosed the Preliminary Search Report 
issued in accordance with article R.612-57 from the Intellectual Property Code citing the 
documents, which can be taken into consideration to determine the novelty and the 
inventive activity of the invention. 

In accordance with article R.612-59 from the aforementioned Code, you have 
three months from the date of the receipt of the Preliminary Search Report to respond to 
it in writing. Before this time limit expires and upon request it might be renewed once. 

According to the category of the cited references, you might be obligated to 
respond, (for example, if the Preliminary Search Report cites X or Y references). In this 
instance, the letter is flagged with a red sticker and failing to respond will result in a 
rejection. In the opposite case, the letter will be flagged with a yellow sticker. 

In any case, it is in your best interest to take into consideration all of the cited 
references. 

In accordance with articles R.612-58 and R.612-60 of the aforementioned Code, 
your response may consist of: 

• Either new claims (in triplicate). In this instance, you will have to highlight the 
changes made to the initial claims. You may include the observations, which 
highlight the characteristics of the new claims that overlook the rejections of the 
cited prior art references 

• Or, observations, which form the subject of rejections of, cited prior art 
references. 



Sincerely yours, 



Martine Planche 
Licensing Department Manager 
For 

The CEO of the National Institute of the Intellectual Property 
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I hereby state that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than 3 months prior to the filing of this statement, and that this is the first 
citation of these prior art references by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent 
application. Accordingly, no fee is necessary for the filing of this statement. Should the 
Commissioner determine otherwise, the Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account 
No. 50-1353 for any fee shortages, including the petition fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

Applicants respectfully request that the disclosed references be made of record in the 
subject application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: February 13, 2003 




Attorneys for Applicant(s) 

Joseph R. Keating 
Registration No. 37,368 

Christopher A. Bennett 
Registration No. 46,710 



KEATING & BENNETT LLP 
10400 Eaton Place, Suite 312 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 385-5200 



